
Question Bank 

First Year  

Paper- I 

GROUP- A 

Section 1: Old English and Middle English Periods 

2016: Assess Chaucer’s contribution to the development of English Literature. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. Anglo Saxon Chronicles. 

b.  Caedmon. 

2015: Write an essay on Old English Christian Poetry. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  The Owl and the Nightingale. 

b.  The Canterbury Tales. 

2014: Critically analyse Beowulf as an epic. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. Sir Gwain and the Green Knight. 

b. William Langland. 

2013: Write a short essay on Old English Prose. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. The Legende of Good Women. 

b.  Everyman. 

2012: Write a short essay on Old English Christian Poetry. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Battle of Maldon. 

b.  The Canterbury Tales. 

Section 2: Elizabethan and Jacobean Periods 

2016: Is it fair to say that Jacobean Drama was a decadent form of Elizabethan drama? Discuss with 

special reference to any two Jacobean playwrights. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Amoretta. 

b.  Andrew Marvell. 

2015: Write an essay on the contribution of the University Wits to English drama with special reference 

to any two dramatists. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  John Donne. 

b.  Volpone. 

2014: Examine critically the growth and development of the Elizabethan Sonnet. 



OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Christopher Marlowe. 

b.  Bacon’s Essays. 

2013: Give an account of Jacobean drama with special reference to the works of any two playwrights. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Tottel’s Miscellany. 

b.  The Authorised Version of the Bible. 

2012: Critically assess the contribution of the University Wits to English drama. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. Francis Bacon. 

b.  Faerie Queen. 

 

Section 3: Civil War, Restoration and Augustan Periods 

 

2016: Give an account of 18
th

 century periodical essays, focussing on any two authors. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Hudibras 

b. Laurence Sterne. 

2015: Write a short essay on the importance of the Restoration Comedy of Manners with special 

reference to any two playwrights. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. The Dunciad. 

b.  Robinson Crusoe. 

2014: Write a short essay on the rise of the novel with special reference to any two novelists. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. Absalom and Achitophel. 

b.  William Congreve. 

2013: Write an essay on Restoration Comedy with special reference to the works of any two dramatists. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. The Dunciad. 

b.  Samuel Richardson. 

2012: Assess the importance of Augustan Satire with reference to any two authors. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  John Milton. 

b.  Gulliver’s Travels. 

 

GROUP-B 

 

Section 1: Pre-Romantics and Romantics 

 

2016: Write an essay on the features of the Romantic Revival with special reference to any two poets. 



OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Kenilworth. 

b.  Thomas Gray. 

2015: Give an account of the English Personal essay of the Romantic Period with special reference to any 

two essayists. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following:  

a.  William Blake. 

b.  Life of Dr. Johnson. 

2014: Assess the importance of Romantic poetry to reference to any two poets. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Charles Lamb. 

b.  The Lyrical Ballads. 

2013: Assess the contribution of Walter Scott to English novel. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. William Cowper. 

b.  The Essays of Elia. 

2012: The Romantic Revival in English poetry is a “return to nature”. Do you agree? Justify your answer. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Jane Austen. 

b.  William Blake. 

 

Section 2: Victorian 

 

2016: Give an account of Victorian non- fiction prose literature with special reference to any two 

authors. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Oscar Wilde. 

b. In Memoriam. 

2015: Assess the contribution of any two Victorian poets. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Walter Pater. 

b.  The Mill on the Floss. 

2014: Critically evaluate the contributions of any two women novelists of the Victorian Age. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Dover Beach. 

b. John Ruskin. 

2013: Give an account of Pre- Raphaelite poetry with special reference to the works of any two poets. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Sartor Resartus. 

b.  Emily Bronte.  

2012: Give an account of Victorian non-fiction prose with special reference to the works of any two 

authors. 



OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a. Charles Dickens. 

b.  In Memoriam. 

 

Section 3: Modern and Post- Modern.(16+7+7) 

 

2016: Give an account of English poetry between the two World War. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  D. H. Lawrence. 

b.  Murder in the Cathedral. 

2015: Give an account of the Theatre of Absurd in England. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Virginia Woolf. 

b.  The Waste Land. 

2014: Critically evaluate the contributions of T. S. Elliot or Phillip Larkin to Modern English Pooetry. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  D. H. Lawrence. 

b.  Waiting for Godot. 

2013: Critically evaluate the contribution of Virginia Woolf or James Joyce to the Twentieth century 

novel. 

OR      Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  J. M. Synge. 

b.  Look Back in Anger. 

2012: Write an essay on the Theatre of Absurd. 

OR     Write short notes on any one of the following: 

a.  Siegfried Sassoon. 

b.  Salman Rushdie. 

 

PHILOLOGY 

 

Group- A: Latin, Greek, Scandinavian & French Influence 

 

2016: Assess the role of the Scandinavian influence in shaping the English language. 

OR     Examine the consequences of the Battle of Hastings (1060) for English language. 

2015: Comment on the influence of Latin and Greek on the English Language. 

OR      Examine the influence of French on the English Language. 

2014: Examine the extent of the Scandinavian influence on the English Language. 

OR      Examine the influence of the Norman Conquest on English language with illustrations. 

2013: How did the Latin element enrich the English Language during the Renaissance? Has it been 

entirely an advantage? Give reasons for your answer. 



OR      Examine with illustrative references the extent and character of the French influence on the 

English Language with reference to any two fields of borrowing. 

2012: There has been an uninterrupted possibility of Latin influence on the English Language. Answer 

with illustrations. 

OR     Bring out with illustrations any two important aspects of the Scandinavian influence on the English 

Language.  

 

Group- B: Word Notes 

 

2016: island, bishop, egg, spinster, dream, picture, burgle, vixen. 

2015: kindergarten, admiral, assassination, bus, children, climax, by-law, trusteeship. 

2014: pea, church, assassination, cab, housewife, handkerchief, island, mob. 

2013: perfect, sister, wine, doubt, gift, cat, devil, enormous. 

2012: assassination, egg, island, children, by-law, picture, admiral, trusteeship. 

 

Group- C: Word-formation Processes and Americanism 

 

2016: Discuss any two processes whereby native resources are utilised to form new words in English. 

OR      Examine the differences between British English and American English. 

2015: Evaluate the importance of the American influence on English. 

OR      Discuss the importance of Derivation as a word formation process.  

2014: Discuss any two regular processes of word-formation in English. 

OR     Critically evaluate the importance of the American influence on the English Language. 

2013: Discuss the importance of Composition as a word- formation process. 

OR      Briefly comment on the differences between American and British English. 

2012: Discuss any two “regular processes” by which native resources are utilised to form new words in 

English. 

OR     Assess the American influence on the English Language. 

 

Group- D: Consonant Shift, Makers of English Language (Shakespeare, Milton and The Bible) 

 

2016: Comment on Shakespeare as a “maker” of the English language. 

OR      Explain Grimm’s Law with Examples. 

OR      Examine how translations of the Bible have enriched the English language.  

2015: Examine Shakespeare’s influence on the English Language. 

OR      Comment on the debt that the English Language owes to Milton. 

OR      Explain the Consonant shift in the English Language.   

2014: Bring out the significance of the Grimm’s Law. 

OR      Comment on the debt that the English Language owes to Shakespeare. 

OR      Discuss with illustrative references how the Bible has influenced the English language. 

2013: Discuss Consonant Shift. 

OR     Comment on Shakespeare’s boldness in his use of English. 



OR     Examine Milton’s influence on the English Language.  

2012: Comment on Verner’s Law and its significance. 

OR      Examine Shakespeare’s influence on English Language. 

OR     Bring out the influence of Biblical phrases and words on the English Language. 

 

*********************** 

 

 



 

PAPER- II 

 

Group- A: John Donne- The Good Morrow, Andrew Marvell- To His Coy Mistress, William                 

Blake- The Tyger & The Lamb 

 

2016: Critically analyse the theme of Donne’s The Good Morrow. 

OR      Examine Blake’s use of symbols in The Tyger & The Lamb. 

2015: Discuss how Marvell uses the theme of “carpe diem” to convey his feelings in To His Coy Mistress. 

OR      How does Blake depict the “two contrary states of the human soul” in The Tyger & The Lamb? 

2014: Critically examine Donne’s The Good Morrow as a metaphysical poem. 

OR      Analyse Blake’s symbolism in The Tyger. 

2013: Show how Marvell has achieved the characteristic Metaphysical blend of wit and passion in To His 

Coy Mistress. 

OR      How does Blake contrast childlike innocence with adult wisdom in The Lamb and The Tyger? 

2012: “John Donne’s The Good Morrow is an unconventional love poem”. Discuss. 

OR      Comment on Blake’s use of symbols in The Tyger and The Lamb. 

 

Group- B: William Wordsworth- Tintren Abbey, ST Coleridge- Kubla Khan, PB Shelley- Ode to the West 

Wind & To a Skylark, John Keats- Ode to a Nightingale & To Autumn 

 

2016: i. Comment on the personal elements in Wordsworth’s Tintern Abbey. 

ii. What supernatural elements does one find in Coleridge’s Kubla Khan? 

iii. Comment on the ‘romantic’ elements in Shelley’s To a Skylark. 

iv. How does Keats combine the natural, animal and human world in his poem To Autumn? 

 

2015: i. Tintern Abbey records different stages in Wordsworth’s appreciation of Nature. Discuss. 

           ii. Comment on the ‘romantic’ qualities in Coleridge’s Kubla Khan. 

          iii. Write a note on Shelley’s use of imagery in Ode to the West Wind. 

          iv. Analyse the theme and imagery in Keats’ Ode to a Nightingale.  

 

2014: i. Tintern Abbey records Wordsworth’s personal experiences. Discuss. 

ii. Critically examine the theme in Coleridge’s Kubla Khan. 

iii. Shelley’s To a Skylark is not just a simple poem in praise of a bird and its song. Do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. 

iv. Write a critical appreciation of Keats’ To Autumn. 

 

2013: i. Should one read Wordsworth’s Tintern Abbey as a simple poem on the beauty of nature? Justify 

your answer. 

ii. Closely examine Coleridge’s use of imagery in Kubla Khan. 



iii. How does Shelley present the West Wind as both “Destroyer and Preserver”? Answer with 

textual reference. 

iv. How does Keats explore the capacity of Imagination to transcend Reality in Ode to a 

Nightingale?  

 

2012: i. Wordsworth’s Tintern Abbey is an autobiographical poem. Do you agree? Justify your answer. 

           ii. Critically analyse Coleridge’s Kubla Khan as a romantic poem. 

          iii. “In To a Skylark Shelley tells his readers that his skylark is much more than an ordinary bird.” Do 

you agree? Give reasons for your answer. 

          iv. Write a critical appreciation of John Keats’ To Autumn. 

 

Explanation of passages 

 

2016: a. And yonder all before us lie 

Deserts of vast eternity. 

 

b. Be thou, Spirit fierce, 

‘My spirit! Be thou me impetuous one! 

Drive my dead thoughts over the universe 

Like wither’d leaves... 

 

2015: a. I wonder by my troth, what thou and I 

Did, till we lov’d? Were we not weaned till then? 

But suck’d on country pleasures, childishly? 

Or snorted we in Seven Sleepers’ den? 

 

b. We look before and after, 

And pine for what is not; 

Our sincere laughter  

With some pain is fraught; 

Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought. 

 

2014: a. Had we but World enough, and Time, 

This coyness, Lady, were no crime. 

We would sit down, and think which way  

To walk, and pass our long Loves Day. 

 

b. Forlorn! The very world is like a bell 

To toll me back from thee to my sole self! 

Adieu! The fancy cannot cheat so well 

As she is fam’d to do, deceiving elf. 

 



2013: a. Let sea-discoverers to new worlds have gone, 

Let Maps to others, worlds on worlds have showne, 

Let us possesse one world, each hath one, and is one. 

 

b. Where are the songs of Spring? Aye, where are they? 

Think not of them, - thou hast thy music too. 

 

2012: a. But at my back I hear 

Time’s winged chariot hurrying near 

And yonder all before us lie 

Deserts of vast eternity 

 

b. Be through my lips to unawaken’d earth, 

The trumpet of a prophecy! O, Wind, 

If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind? 

 

 

Group- C: Shakespeare’s sonnets (No. 87 & 130) 

 

2016: Attempt a critical appreciation of Shakespeare’s sonnet no. 130. 

OR     Show how Shakespeare deals with the theme of rejection in sonnet no. 87. 

2015: Attempt a critical appreciation of Shakespeare’s sonnet no. 87. 

OR     Show how Shakespeare deviates from conventional Elizabethan love-poetry in sonnet no. 130. 

2014: Critically analyse Shakespeare’s use of imagery in his sonnet no. 87. 

OR      Comment on Shakespeare’s portrayal of his mistress in his sonnet no. 130. 

2013: Critically examine Shakespeare’s sonnet no. 87. 

OR      Would you consider Shakespeare’s sonnet no. 130 an unconventional love poem? Justify your 

answer. 

2012: Comment on the theme of Shakespeare’s sonnet no. 87. 

OR      What ideas of love emerge out of the confessions of the poet in “My mistress’ eyes...”? 

 

Group- D: John Milton- Paradise Lost, Book-I 

 

2016: Write a note on the epic conventions in Paradise Lost, Book- I. 

OR      Examine Milton’s art of characterisation with special reference to either Satan or Beelzebub. 

2015: Comment on the invocation of Milton’s Paradise Lost, Book-I. 

OR     Critically comment on Milton’s ‘grand style’ in Paradise Lost, Book- I, with close reference to the 

text. 

2014: Can it be said that Satan in Paradise Lost, Book-I, is an admirable character? Give reasons for your 

answer. 

OR      Comment on Milton’s use of epic similes in Paradise Lost, Book-I. 



2013: Milton’s Invocation is not simply an epic formality. Examine the first 26 lines of Paradise Lost, 

Book- I, in the light of this remark. 

OR      What role does Beelzebub play in Paradise Lost, Book-I? 

2012: In Paradise Lost, Book-I, Milton uses a number of epic conventions. Discuss. 

OR      What idea do you form of Satan from your reading of his speeches in Paradise Lost, Book-I? 

 

Group E: Alexander Pope- The Rape of the Lock (First 3 Cantos) 

 

2016: How does Pope portray Belinda in the poem The Rape of the Lock? 

OR      Evaluate Pope’s The Rape of the Lock as a mock-heroic poem. 

2015: Pope’s The Rape of the Lock is a critique of 18th century society. Discuss.  

OR     Write a note on the function of the supernatural machinery in Pope’ The Rape of the Lock. 

2014: Critically comment on Pope’s description of Belinda’s toilet. 

OR      Examine Pope’s The Rape of the Lock as a mock-heroic poem. 

2013: How does the supernatural machinery in The Rape of the Lock enhance the appeal of the poem? 

OR     Examine The Rape of the Lock  as a social satire. 

2012: Critically comment on Pope’s The Rape of the Lock as a mock-epic. 

OR      Comment on Pope’s treatment of Belinda in the poem. 

 

Group F: Literary Terms on poetry 

 

2016: Horatian ode, Conceit, Imagery, Refrain 

2015: Pastoral Elegy, Satire, Heroic Couplet, Symbol 

2014: Bathos, Carpe diem, Rhyme, Pindaric ode 

2013: Refrain, Horatian ode, Pastoral Elegy, Blank Verse 

2012: Conceit, Heroic Couplet, Carpe diem, Imagery 

 

************************ 



 

Question Bank 

Second Year 

Paper III 

Marlowe: Edward II 

2016: Show how the relationship between King Edward II and Queen Isabella determines the movement 

of Marlowe’s play, Edward II. 

OR 

Write a critical commentary on the murder scene (Act V, Sc. V) in Edward II. 

2015: critically consider Marlowe’s portrayal of Younger Mortimer in Edward II. 

OR 

Comment on Marlowe’s treatment of the irony of kingship in Edward II. 

2014: Examine critically how in Edward II Marlowe has transformed the chronicle play into a tragedy. 

OR 

Bring out the dramatic significance of the Abdication Scene (Act V, Sc. I) in Edward II. 

2013: Critically comment on the Death scene in Edward II. 

OR 

Comment on Marlowe’s portrayal of Isabella and examine the significance of her role in Edward II. 

2012: Marlowe’s Edward II is a study of “the irony of kinship”. Do you agree? Give reasons. 

OR 

Comment on Edward II as a historical play. 

 

Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

2016: Critically examine Shakespeare’s use of the “real world” and the “dream world” in A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream. 

OR 

Examine the role of Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

2015: Comment on the significance of the role of the Athenian artisans in A Midsummer Night’s Dream with 

special reference Nick Bottom. 

OR 

Examine the theme of love in its various dimensions in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

2014: Comment on how the woodland setting in A Midsummer Night’s Dream contributes to the theme of the 

play. 

OR 

Examine the significance of the title of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

2013: Examine the role of Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

OR 



Analyse the dramatic significance of the play-within-the-play in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

2012: Analyse A Midsummer Night’s Dream as a romantic comedy. 

OR 

Critically examine Shakespeare’s use of the “real world” and the “dream world” in A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream. 

 

Reference To The Context 

 

2016: Sweet prince, I come; these, these thy amorous lines..  

           ..So thou would’s smile, and take me in thine arms. 

OR 

The lunatic, the lover and the poet 

Are of imagination all compact. 

2015: Something stillbuzzeth in mine ears,.. 

..And therefore tell me, wherefore art thou come? 

OR 

If we shadows have offended…. 

…While these visions did appear. 

2014: Then do am I, and live to… 

…such upstart. 

OR 

And as imagination bodies forth.. 

…A local habitation and a name. 

2013: But what are kings, when regiment is gone, 

But perfect shadows in a sunshine day? 

OR 

Ay me! for aught that I could ever read… 

…The course of true love never did run smooth. 

2012: Things base and vile, holding no quantity 

Love can transpose to form and dignity. 

OR 

The lunatic, the lover and the poet 

Are of imagination all compact. 

 

Literary Terms on Drama 

2016: Anagnorisis, Chorus, Denouement, Three Unities. 

2015: Catharsis, Dramatic Irony, Hubris, Soliloquy. 

2014: Climax, Comic Relief, Hamartia, Three Unities. 

2013: Anagnorisis, Chorus, Conflict, Antagonist. 

2012: Catharsis, Soliloquy, Aside, Catastrophe. 

 



 

 

Sheridan: The Rivals 

2016: Do you agree with the view that Sheridan’s The Rivals is simply a comedy of character, not a comedy of 

plot? Give reasons for your answer. 

OR 

Examine the significance of the Faulkland- Julia episode in The Rivals. 

2015: Would you consider the title of Sheridan’s The Rivals an appropriate one? Justify your response. 

OR 

Comment on the role played by any two women characters in The Rivals. 

2014: Examine the significance of the Faulkland- Julia episode in The Rivals. 

OR 

Sheridan’s The Rivals was intended as a mockery of the Sentimental Muse. Discuss. 

2013: Comment on Sheridan’s presentation of women with reference to any two characters in The Rivals. 

OR 

Is The Rivals a comedy or a farce? Justify your answer. 

2012: Do you think that there is an uneasy mixture of satire and sentimentality in The Rivals? Justify your 

answer. 

OR 

 Examine the significance of the Faulkland- Julia episode in The Rivals. 

 

Shakespeare: Macbeth 

2016: Macbeth is transformed from a tyrant into a tragic hero by the end of the play. Discuss. 

OR 

Comment on the significance of the Porter Scene (II, iii) in Macbeth. 

2015: Analyse the Sleepwalking Scene (Act V, Sc. i) in Shakespeare’s Macbeth and bring out its dramatic 

significance. 

OR 

Critically comment on the responses of Macbeth and Banquo to the Witches’ prophecy. 

2014: Analyse Shakespeare’s treatment of the supernatural in Macbeth. 

OR 

Critically comment on the role of Macduff in Macbeth. 

2013: How far is Lady Macbeth instrumental in bringing about the tragic end of Macbeth? Justify your answer. 

OR 

Comment on the significance of the Porter Scene (Act II, Sc. iii) in Macbeth. 

2012: Write a critical note on the Banquet Scene in the play, Macbeth. 

OR 

Examine the role of the witches in Macbeth. Do you think that they are the driving spirit behind 

Macbeth’s crime. 

 

Reference To The Context 



2016: Then yield thee, coward.. 

..Here may you see the tyrant. 

OR 

Had he not resembled 

My father as he slep’t of had done’t. 

2015: Naught’s had, all’s spent… 

…Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy. 

OR 

I see thee yet, in form as palpable… 

…And such an instrument I was to use. 

2014: Thou hast it now, King Cawdor, Glamis, all… 

…It should not stand in thy posterity. 

OR 

Then fly, false Thames.. 

…Shall never sag with doubt, nor shake with fear. 

2013: ‘T is safer to be that which we destroy, 

Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy. 

OR 

I have no spur.. 

..And falls on the other.. 

2012: Had I but died an hour before this chance 

I had lived a blessed time. 

OR 

Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him? 

 

 

 

**************************** 



 

Question Bank 

Second Year 

Paper IV 

Jane Austen: Pride and Prejudice 

2016: Examine the appropriateness of the title Pride and Prejudice. 

OR      Analyse any two comic characters in Pride and Prejudice. 

2015: In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen uses irony as an instrument of social criticism. Discuss. 

OR      Pride and Prejudice lives and moves in the character of Elizabeth Bennet. Examine the   appropriateness 

of the remark. 

2014: Comment on Jane Austen’s treatment of the theme of marriage in Pride and Prejudice. 

OR      Pride and Prejudice has been called a ‘comedy of manners’. Do you agree with this view? Justify your 

answer. 

2013: In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen uses irony as an instrument of social criticism. Discuss. 

OR      Examine Jane Austen’s delineation of comic characters in Pride and Prejudice. 

2012: Comment on Jane Austen’s treatment of the theme of marriage in Pride and Prejudice. 

OR      Elizabeth Bennet is the moving force in the novel Pride and Prejudice. Discuss. 

 

Sir Walter Scott: Kenilworth 

2016: Examine Scott’s Kenilworth as a historical novel. 

OR 

Comment on Scott’s narrative art in Kenilworth. 

2015: Critically analyse the major conflicts in Scott’s Kenilworth. 

OR 

Examine the plot of Kenilworth. 

2014: Write a note on Scott’s treatment of history in Kenilworth. 

OR 

Illustrate Scott’s art of characterization, focusing on ant two characters in Kenilworth. 

2013: Comment on Scott’s narrative art in Kenilworth. 

OR 

Critically analyse the major conflicts in Kenilworth. 

2012: Write a note on Scott’s treatment of history in Kenilworth. 

OR 

Illustrate Scott’s art of characterization, focusing on ant two characters in Kenilworth. 

 

Francis Bacon: Of Studies 

2015: Critically analyse Of Studies to bring out Bacon’s qualities as an essayist. 



2013: Comment on Bacon’s style in the essay Of Studies. 

 

Charles Lamb: The Superannuated Man 

2016: Critically comment on the existence of the playful and serious elements in The Superannuated Man. 

2014: Comment on Lamb’s style as an essayist with reference to the prescribed essay. 

2013: Bring out the element of humour and pathos in Lamb’s The Superannuated Man. 

2012: Critically comment on the existence of the playful and serious elements in The Superannuated Man. 

 

George Orwell: Shooting An Elephant 

2016: Examine Orwell’s attitude to imperialism as expressed in Shooting an Elephant. 

2015: Comment on Orwell’s narrative technique in Shooting An Elephant. 

2014: Discuss Orwell’s views about imperialism in Shooting An Elephant. 

2012: Discuss the episode of shooting an elephant in George Orwell’s essay. 

 

Reference To The Context 

2016: …Reading maketh a Full Man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact man. 

OR      Feelings like these are the normal by-products of imperialism; ask any Anglo- Indian official, if you   can 

catch him off duty. 

2015: I had grown to my desk, as it were; and the wood had entered into my soul. 

OR 

I often wondered whether any of the others grasped that I had done it solely to avoid looking a fool. 

2014: …for Natural Abilities are like Naturall Plants, that need proyning by Study. 

OR 

Had I a little son, I would christen him, Nothing-To-Do; he should do nothing. 

2013: And my whole life, every white man’s life in the East, was one long struggle not to be laughed at. 

OR 

I was in the condition of a prisoner in the Old Bastille, suddenly let loose after a forty years’ 

confinement. 

2012: But time partially reconciles us to anything. I gradually became content- doggedly content as wild 

animals in cages. 

OR 

… for Natural Abilities are like Naturall Plants, that need proyning by Study… 

 

Literary Terms on Fiction 

2016: Epistolary novel, Theme, Plot, Irony. 

2015: Flat Character, Bildungsroman, Setting, Gothic Novel. 

2014: Picaresque Novel, Point of View, Theme, Short Story. 

2013: Stream of Consciousness, Folk Tale, Flat Character, Epistolary novel. 

2012: Gothic Novel, Round Character, Bildungsroman, Irony. 

 

James Joyce: Araby 



2016: Comment on the use of symbols in James Joyce’s short story Araby. 

2015: Show how Joyce’s Araby is a study of adolescence. 

2014: Discuss the significance of the title of James Joyce’s Araby. 

2013: Examine Joyce’s use of symbols in his short story Araby. 

2012: Examine the appropriateness of the title in Joyce’s short story Araby. 

 

H.E. Bates: The Ox 

2016: Examine the appropriateness of the title in Bates’ short story The Ox. 

2015: How does H.E. Bates portray the character of Mrs. Thurlow in the Ox. 

2014: Analyse the use of symbols in Bates’ short story The Ox. 

2013: Analyse the theme of pain and suffering in The Ox. 

2012: Comment on the use of symbols in Bates’ story The Ox. 

 

Katherine Mansfield: The Fly 

2016: Bring out the significance of the meeting between Woodifield and the Boss in The Fly. 

2015: Comment on the fly episode of the story The Fly and show how it relates to the theme. 

2014: Would you consider The Fly to be a complex short story with no rigid meaning? Give reasons for your 

answer. 

2013: Bring out the importance of the character of Woodifield in The Fly. 

2012: Bring out the significance of the fly episode in Mansfield’s short story The Fly. 

 

Joseph Conrad: The Secret Sharer 

2016: Comment on Conrad’s narrative in The Secret Sharer. 

OR 

Critically analyse the theme of The Secret Sharer. 

2015: Discuss the allegorical meaning of The Secret Sharer. 

OR 

In the Secret Sharer, the Captain’s character changes after his encounter with Leggatt. Do you agree with 

this view? Justify your answer. 

2014: Examine the role of Leggatt in Conrad’s The Secret Sharer. 

OR 

Comment on Conrad’s narrative strategy in The Secret Sharer. 

2013: Discuss the appropriateness of the title of The Secret Sharer. 

OR 

Comment on the importance of the symbols in Conrad’s The Secret Sharer. 

2012: Discuss the role of the narrator in The Secret Sharer. 

OR 

Comment on the theme of Conrad’s story The Secret Sharer. 

 

**************************** 



 

 

Question Bank 

Third Year  

Paper- V 

 

Group-A 

Lord Tennyson: “Ulysses” 

2016: Do you consider Tennyson’s Ulysses a hero or an escapist? Give reasons for your answer? 

2015: Write a note on Tennyson’s attitude to life and death with reference to “Ulysses”. 

2014: Evaluate Tennyson’s “Ulysses” as a dramatic monologue. 

2013: How far is it true to say that Tennyson celebrates the energy and resolution of his age in 

“Ulysses”? 

 

Robert Browning: “My Last Duchess” 

2016: Asses Browning’s “My Last Duchess” as a successful dramatic monologue. 

2015: In spite of his wickedness, the Duke is an interesting character. Do you agree? 

2014: Comment on the significance of the title of the poem. 

2013: Show how the Duke of Ferrara unwittingly reveals himself in “My Last Duchess”. 

 

Matthew Arnold: “Dover Beach”  

2016: Do you agree with the view that the poem is Arnold’s commentary on contemporary world? Give 

reasons for your answer. 

2015: Comment on the scenery and imagery of the poem. 

2014: The poem is a memorable utterance of the Victorian problem of loss of faith. Discuss. 

2013: “Dover Beach” is a reflection of human condition. Comment. 

 

Hopkins: “Pied Beauty” 

2016: Attempt a critical appreciation of the poem. 

2015: Comment critically on the view that “Pied Beauty” is a poem of unorthodox appreciation. 

2014: Consider Hopkins’ “Pied Beauty” as a devotional poem. 

2013: Bring out Hopkins’ poetic characteristics as found in “Pied Beauty”. 

 

E. B. Browning: “The Ways of Love” 



2016: Discuss “The Ways of Love” as a love poem. 

2015: Attempt a critical appreciation of the poem. 

2014: Consider E.B. Browning’s “The Ways of Love” as a love poem. 

2013: Give a critical appreciation of the poem. 

 

Reference to the context: 

2016: 

1. Sophocles long ago 

Heard it on the Aegean, and it brought 

Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow 

Of human misery 

 

2.  This grew, I gave commands 

Then all smiles stopped together. 

2015: 

 

1. He works his work, I mine. 

2.  

3. I love thee with a passion put to use 

In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith. 

 

2014: 

1. This grew, I gave commands 

Then all smiles stopped together. 

 

2. With swift, slow, sweet, sour, a dazzle, dim; 

The fathers-forth whose beauty is past change: 

Praise Him. 

 

2013: 

1. Sophocles long ago 

Heard it on the Aegean, and it brought 

Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow 

Of human misery  

2. How dull it is to pause, to make an end. 

To rust unburnished not to shine in use! 

As tho’ to breathe were life. 

 



3.  

 

Group- B 

Yeats: “An Acre of Grass” 

2016: Yeats’ poem deals with the problems of old age. Discuss. 

2015: In what ways does the poet rekindle the imagination in the poem? 

2014: Analyse the theme and imagery of “An Acre of Grass”. 

2013: How does Yeats attempt to defy the problems of old age in this poem? 

2012: Give a critical appreciation of the poem. 

 

Dylan Thomas: “In My Craft or Sullen Art” 

2016: Critically analyse the theme in the poem. 

2015: Why does Dylan Thomas describe his vocation as a “craft of sullen art”? 

2014: Attempt a critical appreciation of the poem. 

2013: Discuss the poem as a commentary on the process of creating poetry. 

 

T. S. Eliot: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 

2016: Comment on the title of the poem. 

2015: How does Eliot use images to characterize moods and feelings in this poem? 

2014: Examine the various facets of modern life presented by Eliot in this poem. 

2013: Consider Eliot’s Prufrock as an anti-hero trapped in a modern hell. 

 

Wilfred Owen: “Spring Offensive” 

 

2016: Discuss Owen’s attitude to war as expressed in the poem. 

2015: How does Owen blend the horrors and pity of war with his depiction of Nature in his poem? 

2014: Examine Owen’s response to war in the poem. 

2013: Comment on the appropriateness of the title of the poem. 

2012: Would you agree that the title of Owen’s “Spring Offensive” is ironical? If so, why? 

2011: Consider “Spring Offensive” as a war poem. 

 

Ted Hughes: “Hawk-Roosting” 

 

2016: Attempt a critical appreciation of the poem. 

2015: Hughes portrays the Hawk as a part of social order. Do you agree? Justify. 

2014: Elaborate how Hughes brings out the brooding amoral consciousness of the hawk in the poem. 

2013: Write a critical appreciation of the poem. 

 

 



 

 

Reference to the context: 

2016: 

1. In the room the women come and go 

Talking of Michelangelo. 

 

2. Grant me an old man’s frenzy, 

Myself must I remake 

Till I am Timon and Lear. 

 

2015: 

1.  And instantly the whole sky burned 

With fury against them; earth set sudden cups 

In thousands for their blood; 

 

2. But though I have wept and fasted, wept and prayed, 

Though I have seen my head (grown slightly bald) 

  Brought in upon a platter, 

I am no prophet- and here’s no matter, 

 

2014: 

1. Grant me an old man’s frenzy, 

Myself must I remake 

Till I am Timon and Lear. 

Or that William Blake... 

 

2. The sun is behind me 

Nothing  has changed since I began. 

My eye has permitted no change. 

I am going to keep things like this. 

 

2013: 

1. For I have known them all already, known them all- 

Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons, 

I have measured out my life with coffee spoons; 

 

2. No alarms, 

 Of bugles, no high flags, no clamorous haste 

Only a lift and flare of eyes that faced 

The sun, like a friend with whom the love is done. 

 

************************* 



 

PAPER- VI 

Charles Dickens- Great Expectations 

Group A 

2016: Write a note on Dickens’ representation of women characters in Great Expectations. 

OR 

Great Expectations reveals the class- structure of Victorian Society. Discuss. 

2015: Critically examine the relationship between Pip and Joe in Great Expectations. 

OR 

Comment on the title of Dickens’ Great Expectations. Is it appropriate? 

2014: Analyse Dickens’ use of symbols in Great Expectations. 

OR 

Dickens’ Great Expectations deals mainly with the importance of money and social status. Discuss.  

2013: Discuss any two women characters of Great Expectations. 

OR 

Bring out the appropriateness of the title of the novel Great Expectations. 

 

 

Thomas Hardy- The Mayor of Casterbridge 

Group A 

2016: In The Mayor of Casterbridge chance, accident and coincidence are of special importance. Discuss.  

OR 

Examine the role of rustic characters in The Mayor of Casterbridge. 

2015: Critically comment on the social setting in The Mayor of Casterbridge. 

OR 

Can it be said that Hardy’s Michael Henchard is a multi-dimensional character? Give reasons for 

your answer. 

2014: Discuss any two women characters of Thomas Hardy’s The Mayor of Casterbridge. 

OR 

    In The Mayor of Casterbridge chance, accident and coincidences are of special importance. 

Discuss. 

2013: Show how Hardy’s view of life is reflected in The Mayor of Casterbridge. 

OR 

    Hardy depicts Farfrae as a foil to Henchard. Discuss. 

 

Group B- Miscellaneous Writings 

2016: Write a review of a film which is based on a popular book. 

OR 



Write a report on a rescue mission after a natural disaster or a dialogue between two friends on 

the advantages/ disadvantages of Internet. 

2015: Write a review of a book of fantasy fiction you have read recently. 

OR 

Write either a report on the inauguration of a Bok Fair or a dialogue between two members of a 

family who are planning to sell some old books belonging to the family. 

2014: Write a review of a film which is an adaptation of a children’s classic. 

OR 

Write either a report on the inaugural programme of a recent international event or a dialogue 

between two friends who attended the same. 

2013: A review of any book or film dealing with social concerns. 

OR 

           A dialogue between two youngsters on the need to join self-defence classes immediately. 

 

2012: Write a dialogue between two young women debating whether women’s empowerment 

endangers domestic harmony. 

 

Group C- Essay 

2016: Relevance of Shakespeare in the 21
st

 century. 

       OR 

Women leaders Today. 

OR 

Art and Morality. 

OR 

Multiculturalism in India. 

OR 

Pleasures of Poetry. 

 

2015: Imaginary Places 

       OR 

Reality shows for children. 

OR 

Money. 

OR 

The pleasure of reading short stories. 

OR 

Shakespearean adaptation in Indian Cinema. 

 

2014: The Empowerment of Indian Women: Myth or Reality. 

OR 

The Novel Today. 

OR 

Representations of the family in Indian television. 

OR 



Importance of Heritage Conservation. 

OR 

Crime Fiction. 

 

2013: Leisure. 

       OR 

The celebration of nature in literature. 

OR 

Capital punishment. 

OR 

The pleasures of reading e-books. 

OR 

Women and Media. 

 

2012: The relevance of Shakespeare in the Indian Classroom. 

       OR 

Multiculturalism. 

OR 

New trends in Indian cinema. 

OR 

Threats posed to life on our planet. 

OR 

On reading comics. 

 

************************* 



 

Paper- VII 

 

Osborne: “Look Back in Anger” 

2016:  Comment on the ending of the play. 

OR       Jimmy Porter is not just an “angry young man”. He is also a young man in search of love and 

approval. Discuss. 

2015: Comment on the play as a reflection of the post-war generation of Britain. 

OR      Estimate the importance of the role of Cliff in the play. 

2014: What dramatic purpose is served by the symbols that Osborne uses in the play? 

OR      Comment on the roles played by Alison and Helena. 

2013: How far does Look Back in Anger reflect the uncertainties of postwar Britain? 

OR      Critically comment on the role played by Cliff in Look Back in Anger.  

2012: Critically examine Jimmy’s relationship with the different women in his life. 

OR      The play “is in no sense a drama but merely a succession of speeches”. Do you agree? Justify your 

answer with close reference to the text. 

 

Bernard Shaw: “Pygmalion” 

2016: Write a critical comment on the title of the play. 

OR      Examine the roles of Colonel Pickering and Mr. Doolittle in the play. 

2015: Critically examine the view that the play may be considered as a commentary on the 

independence of women. 

OR      How does Shaw expose the hypocrisies of Victorian society through “Pygmalion”? 

2014: Analyse Shaw’s art of characterisation in with reference to any two major characters in the play. 

OR      Critically comment on the ending of the play. 

2013: Comment on the significance of the title. 

OR      Critically examine Shaw’s presentation of the transformation of Eliza Doolittle from a flower girl to 

a lady. 

2012: Synge’s Maurya is a tragic character who refuses to accept defeat. Discuss. 

OR      Explore the relationship of setting and action in the play. 

 

Synge: “Riders to the Sea” 

2016: Consider Maurya as figure with tragic dignity. 

OR      Examine the play as a poetic drama. 

2015: The Sea plays an integral part in the play.  Discuss. 

OR      Show how Synge blends Celtic and Greek elements in the play. 



2014: Comment on the role played by Maurya. 

OR      How does Synge build up an atmosphere of tragic foreboding in the play? 

2013: Can we describe the play to be an elegiac one? Answer with close reference to the text. 

OR      Analyse the role played by the sea in the play. 

 

Tragedy 

2016: Discuss the Aristotelian concept of the tragic hero. 

2015: Critically examine the concept of catharsis in tragedy. 

2014: What is Aristotle’s concept of the tragic hero?  

2013: “Calm of mind, all passion spent”. Is this an adequate description of the effect of tragedy? 

 

Novel 

2016: Trace the development of psychological novels. 

2015: Comment on the significance of plot and character in a novel. 

2014: Briefly analyse the characteristics of any one of the following: 

1. The picaresque novel 

2. The stream of consciousness novel. 

2013: Write an essay on plot and character in the novel. 

 

Epic 

2016: Comment on the different forms of epic with suitable examples. 

2015: Discuss the use of “conventions” in the Epic. 

2014: The epic deals with “... huge and mighty forms, that do not live/like living men.” Do you agree? 

Justify your answer. 

2013: What are the salient features of Epic as a literary type? 

 

Comedy 

2016: Write a brief account of Dark Comedy with illustrative examples. 

2015: How is Classical Comedy different from Shakespearean Comedy? 

2014: Examine the view that comedy is essentially a criticism of life. 

2013: “A light and amusing stage play with a happy conclusion to its plot”. Do you agree with this 

definition of a comedy? Give reasons for your answer. 

 

 

********************* 



 

Paper VIII 

Indian Literature 

 

R.K. Narayan: Guide 

2016: Comment on Raju’s role as a guide in R.K. Narayan’s Guide. 

2015: Assess Guide as a picaresque novel. 

2014: Comment on the character of Rosie in R.K. Narayan’s Guide. 

2013: Consider R.K. Narayan’s Guide as a picaresque novel. 

2012: In R.K. Narayan’s Guide does Rosie conform to or deviate from the concept of the traditional 

Indian woman? Justify your answer. 

OR 

Do you find the ending of The Guide to be appropriate? Elucidate. 

 

Anita Desai: Voices in the City 

2016: Analyse Anita Desai’s portrayal of women in Voices in the City. 

2015: Comment on the title of the novel Voices in the City. 

2014: Comment on the setting in Voices in the City. 

2013: Discuss the theme of alienation in Anita Desai’s Voices in the City. 

2012: Write a brief essay on the character of Nirode in Voices in the City. 

OR 

Voices in the City reflects India in a process of social transition. Discuss.  

 

Rabindranath Tagore: The Home and the World 

2016: The conflict between Nikhilesh and Sandip is Tagore’s central concern in The Home and the World. 

Discuss.  

2015:  “Tagore’s The Home and The World deals with the conflict between the political and the 

personal”- Do you agree? Justify your answer. 

2014: Is the title The Home and the World appropriate to the theme of the novel? Justify your answer. 

2013: The Home and the World is a political novel. Do you agree with this statement? Justify your 

answer. 

2012: Comment on the interactions of ‘the home’ and ‘the world’ in Rabindranath Tagore’s The Home 

and the World. 

OR 

Critically examine the mode of narration in The Home and the World. 

 



 

Amitava Ghosh: The Shadow Lines 

2016: Comment on the title of the novel The Shadow Lines. 

2015: Analyse the significance of the setting of The Shadow Lines. 

2014: Attempt an analysis of Thamma’s character in Amitava Ghosh’s The Shadow Lines. 

2013: Discuss the importance of the Dhaka episode in The Shadow lines. 

 

Munshi Premchand: The Shroud 

2015: “The world of ‘The Shroud’ is a world of inhumanity brought on by violence.” Do you agree? Justify 

your answer. 

2014: Critique the social realism in Premchand’s The Shroud. 

2013: The Shroud is a record of poverty and invisible violence. Would you consider this to be an apt 

description of this short story? Give reasons for your answer. 

 

Ruskin Bond: The Eyes Are Not Here 

2016: Comment on the experiences of the narrator in Ruskin Bond’s ‘The Eyes Are Not Here’. 

2015: ‘The Eyes Are Not Here’ is a brief but complex short story. Discuss. 

2014: Is Ruskin Bond’s Eyes Are Not Here a good short story? Give reasons for your answer. 

2013: Comment on the narrative technique of The Eyes Are Not Here. 

2012: Do you consider The Eyes Are Not Here as a successful short story? Give reasons for your answer. 

 

Manik Bandopadhyay: Primeval 

2016: Discuss ‘Primeval’ as a story of human depravity. 

2014: Comment on the theme of Manik Bandopadhyay’s short story Primeval. 

 

Gangadhar Gadgil: The Faceless Evening  

2016: In what way ‘A Faceless Evening’ a modern short story? 

2015: Analyse the theme of ‘A Faceless Evening’. 

2013: Discuss the significance of the title The Faceless Evening. 

 

Toru Dutt: Our Casuarina Tree 

2015: Critically analyse the use of images in Toru Dutt’s ‘Our Casuarina Tree’. 

2013: Critically analyse the autobiographical element in Our Casuarina Tree. 



 

Nissim Ezekiel: Enterprise 

2016: Examine the appropriateness of the title ‘Enterprise’. 

2014: Bring out the irony inherent in the poem Enterprise. 

 

Kamala Das: An Introduction 

2016: Discuss ‘An Introduction’ as a feminist poem. 

2015: Discuss An Introduction by Kamala Das as a confessional where the poet is in quest of her identity.  

2014: Comment on the note of feminism present in the poem An Introduction by Kamal Das. 

2013: Attempt a critical appreciation of Kamala Das’ ‘An Introduction’. 

 

Mahadevi Verma: This is the Lamp of the Temple 

2016: Mahadevi Verma’s ‘This is the Lamp of the Temple’ is a poem about humanity rather than divinity. 

Discuss. 

2014: Comment on the imagery of Mahadevi Verma’s poem This is the Lamp of the Temple. 

 

Agyeya: Hiroshima 

2015: “Hiroshima” commemorates an event in all its horror.” Discuss. 

2013: “Hiroshima” is a poem that depicts the horrors of war. Discuss. 

2012: How does Agyeya describe the disaster in “Hiroshima”? 

 

Mahesh Dattani: Bravely Fought the Queen 

2016: Comment on Dattani’s use of symbols in Bravely Fought the Queen. 

OR 

In Bravely Fought the Queen society is represented through a single family. Discuss. 

2015: “Dattani’s Bravely Fought the Queen is an appropriately titled play”. Discuss. 

OR 

“In Bravely Fought the Queen, Dattani offers a penetrating study of patriarchy”- Analyse with close 

reference to the text. 

2014: Discuss the use of symbolism in Bravely Fought the Queen. 

OR 

Write a brief essay on the women characters in Dattani’s Bravely Fought the Queen. 

2013: Examine the dramatic significance of the characters of Sridhar and Lalitha in Bravely Fought the 

Queen. 



OR 

Comment on the multi-layered reality presented by Dattani in Bravely Fought the Queen. 

2012: Comment on Dattani’s use of symbols in Bravely Fought the Queen. 

OR 

In Bravely Fought the Queen there is a feminist touch in the portrayal of women characters. Do you 

agree? Give reasons. 

OR 

‘Bravely Fought the Queen holds up an honest mirror to contemporary urban Indian society.’ Discuss. 

 

VIjay Tendulkar: Silence! The Court is in Session 

2016: Examine the dramatic structure of Silence! The Court is in Session. 

OR 

In Silence! The Court is in Session Leela Benare is both victim and heroine. Discuss. 

2015: What accounts for the dramatic appeal of Silence! The Court is in Session? Answer with reference 

to the text. 

OR 

Assess the social issues addressed in Silence! The Court is in Session. 

2014: Discuss the art of characterization in Silence! The Court is in Session with reference to any two 

characters. 

OR 

Comment on the plot construction of Silence! The Court is in Session. 

2013: Describe Prof. Damte’s character in Silence! The Court is in Session. 

OR 

Discuss Silence! The Court is in Session as a play of social criticism. 

 

 

 

******************** 


